
WHO IS AN ASYLUM SEEKER? 

/Ŷ�ƚŚĞ�h<͕�ĂŶ�ĂƐǇůƵŵ�ƐĞĞŬĞƌ�ŝƐ�ƐŽŵĞŽŶĞ�

ǁŚŽ�ŚĂƐ�ĂƉƉůŝĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�ĂƐǇůƵŵ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�

,ŽŵĞ�KĸĐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ǁŚŽ�ŝƐ�ĂǁĂŝƟŶŐ�Ă�

ĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĂƉƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶ͘�� 

 

WHO IS A REFUGEE? 

/Ĩ�Ă�ƉĞƌƐŽŶ�ƐĞĞŬŝŶŐ�ĂƐǇůƵŵ�ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞƐ�Ă�

ƉŽƐŝƟǀĞ�ĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶ͕�ƚŚĞǇ�ĂƌĞ�ŐƌĂŶƚĞĚ�

ZĞĨƵŐĞĞ�ƐƚĂƚƵƐ͕�ǁŝƚŚ�ĨƵůů�ƌŝŐŚƚƐ�ƚŽ�ĂĐĐĞƐƐ�

ĞŵƉůŽǇŵĞŶƚ͕�ŚŽƵƐŝŶŐ͕�ĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ͕�

ŚĞĂůƚŚĐĂƌĞ�ĂŶĚ�ǁĞůĨĂƌĞ�ďĞŶĞĮƚƐ͘ 

REFUGEES ALWAYS WELCOME HERE! 

dŚĞ�DZ^E�&ĂĐƚ�EŽƚ�&ŝĐƟŽŶ�ƉƵďůŝĐĂƟŽŶ�ŚĂƐ�ďĞĞŶ�ŚĞůƉŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ƌĂŝƐĞ�ĂǁĂƌĞŶĞƐƐ�
ĂďŽƵƚ� ƌĞĨƵŐĞĞƐ� ĂŶĚ� ƉĞŽƉůĞ� ƐĞĞŬŝŶŐ� ĂƐǇůƵŵ� ĨŽƌ� ŵĂŶǇ� ǇĞĂƌƐ͕� ĂƐ� ǁĞůů� ĂƐ�
ŚĞůƉŝŶŐ� ƚŽ� ĚŝƐƉĞů� ŵǇƚŚƐ͘� /ƚ� ŝƐ� ǁŝƚŚ� ŐƌĞĂƚ� ƉůĞĂƐƵƌĞ� ƚŚĂƚ� ǁĞ� ĐĂŶ� ƐŚĂƌĞ� ƚŚŝƐ�
ƵƉĚĂƚĞĚ� ŝƐƐƵĞ͘� tĞ� ŚĂǀĞ� ŝŶĐůƵĚĞĚ� ŶĞǁ� ĂƌƚǁŽƌŬ� ƚŚĂŶŬƐ� ƚŽ� ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ� ĨƌŽŵ�
ĂĐƌŽƐƐ�>ŝǀĞƌƉŽŽů�^ĐŚŽŽůƐ�ĂŶĚ�^ĐŚŽŽůƐ�ŽĨ�^ĂŶĐƚƵĂƌǇ͘ 

KƵƌ�ǁŽƌŬ�ƚŽ�ƵƉĚĂƚĞ�&ĂĐƚ�EŽƚ�&ŝĐƟŽŶ�ŚĂƐ�ďĞĞŶ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚĞĚ�ďǇ�ŽƵƌ�ĨƌŝĞŶĚƐ�ĂŶĚ�
ĐŽůůĞĂŐƵĞƐ�Ăƚ��Dd�^�ĂŶĚ��ƐǇůƵŵ�>ŝŶŬ͘�dŚĂŶŬƐ�ĂůƐŽ�ƚŽ�Ă�ŐƌĂŶƚ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�KƵƌ�
>ŝǀĞƌƉŽŽů�ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵŵĞ͕�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ŚĂƐ�ĐŽŶƚƌŝďƵƚĞĚ�ƚŽ�ŝƚƐ�ŽŶŐŽŝŶŐ�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ͘� 

/Ŷ�ŽƵƌ�ǁŽƌŬ͕�ǁĞ�ŽŌĞŶ�ŚĞĂƌ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ĂƐŬŝŶŐ�ĂďŽƵƚ�͞ǁŚŽ�ŝƐ�ĂŶ�ĂƐǇůƵŵ�ƐĞĞŬĞƌ͍͟�
Žƌ�͞ǁŚŽ�ŝƐ�Ă�ƌĞĨƵŐĞĞ͍͘͟ 

�ƐǇůƵŵ�;ŶŽƵŶͿ�-�ŚĂǀĞŶ͕�ƐĂŶĐƚƵĂƌǇ͕�ƌĞĨƵŐĞ͕�ƐŚĞůƚĞƌ͕�ƌĞƚƌĞĂƚ͕�ƐĂĨĞƚǇ 

/Ŷ� ϭϵϱϭ͕� ƚŚĞ� 'ĞŶĞǀĂ� �ŽŶǀĞŶƟŽŶ� ƉƵƚ� ŐƵŝĚĞůŝŶĞƐ� ŝŶ� ƉůĂĐĞ� ĨŽƌ� ŐŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚƐ�
ĚĞĂůŝŶŐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ĂƐǇůƵŵ�ƐĞĞŬĞƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƉŽƚĞŶƟĂů�ƌĞĨƵŐĞĞƐ͘��hŶĚĞƌ�ƚŚŝƐ�ĐŽŶǀĞŶƟŽŶ͕�
Ă� ƌĞĨƵŐĞĞ� ŝƐ� Ă� ƉĞƌƐŽŶ� ǁŝƚŚ� ͞Ă� ǁĞůů� ĨŽƵŶĚĞĚ� ĨĞĂƌ� ŽĨ� ďĞŝŶŐ� ƉĞƌƐĞĐƵƚĞĚ� ĨŽƌ�
ƌĞĂƐŽŶƐ� ŽĨ� ƌĂĐĞ͕� ƌĞůŝŐŝŽŶ͕� ŶĂƟŽŶĂůŝƚǇ͕� ŵĞŵďĞƌƐŚŝƉ� ŽĨ� Ă� ƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌ� ƐŽĐŝĂů�
ŐƌŽƵƉ�Žƌ�ƉŽůŝƟĐĂů�ŽƉŝŶŝŽŶ͘͘͟�;�ƌƟĐůĞ�ϭ�;ϮͿͿ͘� 

�ůů�ƐŝŐŶĂƚŽƌǇ�ƐƚĂƚĞƐ�ŚĂǀĞ�ĂŶ�ŽďůŝŐĂƟŽŶ�ƚŽ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞ�ĂƐǇůƵŵ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚŽƐĞ�ǁŚŽ�Įƚ�
ƚŚĞ�ĂďŽǀĞ�ĚĞƐĐƌŝƉƟŽŶ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƚŽ�ĂůůŽǁ�ƚŚĞŵ�ƚŽ�ƌĞƐĞƩůĞ�ĂŶĚ�ĐƌĞĂƚĞ�ŶĞǁ�ůŝǀĞƐ͘ 

 

FACT NOT FICTION 

 
D�Z^�z^/���Z�&h'���^hWWKZd�E�dtKZ< 



Why choose the UK? 

&Žƌ�ƚŚŽƐĞ�ǁŚŽ�ŚĂǀĞ�Ă�ƐĂǇ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�

ĚĞƐƟŶĂƟŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŵĂŝŶ�ĨĂĐƚŽƌƐ�ŝŶ�

ĐŚŽŽƐŝŶŐ�Ă�ĐŽƵŶƚƌǇ�ĂƌĞ͗ 

· �ĞůŝĞĨ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�h<�ŝƐ�Ă�ƐĂĨĞ͕�

ƚŽůĞƌĂŶƚ�ĂŶĚ�ĚĞŵŽĐƌĂƟĐ�ƉůĂĐĞ 

· WƌĞƐĞŶĐĞ�ŽĨ�ĨƌŝĞŶĚƐ�Žƌ�ĨĂŵŝůǇ 

· ,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĐĂů�ůŝŶŬƐ�ďĞƚǁĞĞŶ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�

ĐŽƵŶƚƌǇ�ŽĨ�ŽƌŝŐŝŶ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�h< 

· �ďŝůŝƚǇ�ƚŽ�ƐƉĞĂŬ��ŶŐůŝƐŚ 

WĞŽƉůĞ�ŵĂŬĞ�ĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶƐ�ŝŶ�ŽƌĚĞƌ�ƚŽ�

ƐĞĞŬ�ƐĂŶĐƚƵĂƌǇ�ĂŶĚ�ƐĞĐƵƌĞ�Ă�

ĨƵƚƵƌĞ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞŵƐĞůǀĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�

ĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐ͘��WƌĞǀŝŽƵƐ�,ŽŵĞ�KĸĐĞ�

ƌĞƐĞĂƌĐŚ�ĐŽŶĐůƵĚĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�

ƐĞĞŬŝŶŐ�ĂƐǇůƵŵ�ŚĂǀĞ�ůŝƩůĞ�ƉƌŝŽƌ�

ŬŶŽǁůĞĚŐĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�h<�ŝŵŵŝŐƌĂƟŽŶ�

ƐǇƐƚĞŵ�Žƌ�ƚŚĞ�ŚĞĂůƚŚ͕�ŚŽƵƐŝŶŐ�Žƌ�

ďĞŶĞĮƚƐ�ƐǇƐƚĞŵƐ�-�ĚŝƐƉĞůůŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�

ŵǇƚŚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ŽŶůǇ�ĐŽŵĞ�ŚĞƌĞ�

ƚŽ�ĂĐĐĞƐƐ�ƚŚĞƐĞ��ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ͕�ŐĞƚ�ũŽďƐ�

Žƌ�ǁĞůĨĂƌĞ�ďĞŶĞĮƚƐ͘ 

DŽƐƚ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ĂƌƌŝǀŝŶŐ�ĞǆƉĞĐƚ�ƚŽ�

ŚĂǀĞ�ƚŽ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ƚŚĞŵƐĞůǀĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�

ǁŽƌŬ͕�ŽŶůǇ�ƚŽ�ĚŝƐĐŽǀĞƌ�ƚŚĂƚ�

ǁŽƌŬŝŶŐ�ŝƐ�ŶŽƚ�ĂůůŽǁĞĚ͘ 

�ƵĞ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ĚĂŶŐĞƌŽƵƐ�
ƐŝƚƵĂƟŽŶƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĨŽƌĐĞ�
ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ƚŽ�ŇĞĞ͕�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�

ƐĞĞŬŝŶŐ�ĂƐǇůƵŵ�ŵĂǇ�ŶŽƚ�ďĞ�
ĂďůĞ�ƚŽ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞ�Ă�ƉĂƐƐƉŽƌƚ�
ǁŚĞŶ�ƚŚĞǇ�ĂƌƌŝǀĞ�ŚĞƌĞ͕�Žƌ�
ŽƚŚĞƌƐ�ƐŽŵĞƟŵĞƐ�ŵĂǇ�ƵƐĞ�

ĨĂůƐĞ�ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚƐ�ƚŽ�ĞƐĐĂƉĞ�
ƚŚĞŝƌ�ŚŽŵĞ�ĐŽƵŶƚƌŝĞƐ͘�� 

dŚŝƐ�ĨĂĐƚ�ŝƐ�ƌĞĐŽŐŶŝƐĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�'ĞŶĞǀĂ��ŽŶǀĞŶƟŽŶ�;�ƌƟĐůĞ�ϯϭͿ͗��͞^ƚĂƚĞƐ�ƐŚĂůů�ŶŽƚ�
ŝŵƉŽƐĞ�ƉĞŶĂůƟĞƐ͕�ŽŶ�ĂĐĐŽƵŶƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ŝůůĞŐĂů�ĞŶƚƌǇ�Žƌ�ƉƌĞƐĞŶĐĞ͕�ŽŶ�ƌĞĨƵŐĞĞƐ͘͟��� 

dŚŝƐ�ĚĞƐƚƌŽǇƐ�ƚŚĞ�ŵǇƚŚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŝůůĞŐĂů�ĂƐǇůƵŵ�ƐĞĞŬĞƌ͘���ůů�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ŚĂǀĞ�Ă�ƌŝŐŚƚ�ƚŽ�
ƌĞƋƵĞƐƚ�ĂƐǇůƵŵ�ŝŶ�Ă�ĐŽƵŶƚƌǇ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�ƚŚĂŶ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ŽǁŶ͘�� 

dŚĞ�ŵŽƌĞ�ĨŽƌƚƵŶĂƚĞ�ŵĂǇ�ŚĂǀĞ�ĞŶŽƵŐŚ�ŵŽŶĞǇ�ƚŽ�ĐŚŽŽƐĞ�ǁŚĞƌĞ�ƚŚĞǇ�ŐŽ�ĂŶĚ�ŚŽǁ�
ƚŽ�ƚƌĂǀĞů�ǁŚŝůĞ�ƚŚĞ�ůĞƐƐ�ĨŽƌƚƵŶĂƚĞ�ŵĂǇ�ďĞ�ƉĂĐŬĞĚ�ŝŶƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ďĂĐŬ�ŽĨ�Ă�ůŽƌƌǇ�ǁŝƚŚ�

ƚŚĞŝƌ�ĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐ�Žƌ�ƚĂŬĞ�Ă�ďŽĂƚ�ĂĐƌŽƐƐ�ƚŚĞ�DĞĚŝƚĞƌƌĂŶĞĂŶ͕�ƵŶĂǁĂƌĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�
ĚĞƐƟŶĂƟŽŶ͘ 

 

Why do people flee their own countries? 

Getting here 

dŚĞ�ŵĂũŽƌŝƚǇ�ŽĨ�ĂƐǇůƵŵ�ƐĞĞŬĞƌƐ�ĨĞĞů�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƐĂĨĞƚǇ�Žƌ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŽĨ�
ƚŚĞŝƌ�ĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐ�ŝƐ�Ăƚ�ƌŝƐŬ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ŚŽŵĞ�ĐŽƵŶƚƌŝĞƐ͘ �� 

dŚŝƐ�ĐĂŶ�ďĞ�ĚƵĞ�ƚŽ�ŽƉƉƌĞƐƐŝǀĞ�ƌĞŐŝŵĞƐ͕ �Đŝǀŝů�ǁĂƌ͕ �ŝŶƚĞƌŶĂƚŝŽŶĂů�
ĐŽŶĨůŝĐƚƐ͕ �Žƌ�ŵĂŶǇ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�ĨĂĐƚŽƌƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ůĞĂĚ�ƚŽ�ƉĞƌƐĞĐƵƚŝŽŶ�ĂŐĂŝŶƐƚ�
ŝŶĚŝǀŝĚƵĂůƐ�Žƌ�ŐƌŽƵƉƐ�ǁŝƚŚŝŶ�Ă�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ �͘�KĨƚĞŶ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ĂƌĞ�

ƵŶĂďůĞ�ƚŽ�ĂƐŬ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ŽǁŶ�ŐŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚƐ�ĨŽƌ�ƉƌŽƚĞĐƚŝŽŶ�Žƌ�ƚŚĞƌĞ�
ŵĂǇ�ďĞ�ŶŽ�ŐŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚ�ƚŽ�ĂƐŬ�Žƌ�ƐŽ�ŵƵĐŚ�ĐŽƌƌƵƉƚŝŽŶ�ŝƚ�ŝƐ�ƐŝŵƉůǇ�
ƚŽŽ�ĚĂŶŐĞƌŽƵƐ�ƚŽ�ƐƚĂǇ �͘��̂ ŽŵĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ǁĞ�ŚĂǀĞ�ǁŽƌŬĞĚ�
ǁŝƚŚ�ŽǀĞƌ�ƌĞĐĞŶƚ�ǇĞĂƌƐ�ĐŽŵĞ�ĨƌŽŵ �͗�̂ ƵĚĂŶ �͖�ƌŝƚƌĞĂ �͖/ƌĂŶ �͖̂ ǇƌŝĂ �͕�Z�
�ŽŶŐŽ �͕/ƌĂƋ �͖WĂŬŝƐƚĂŶ �͕̂ ƌŝ�>ĂŶŬĂ �͕�ĨŐŚĂŶŝƐƚĂŶ�ĂŶĚ��ŵŽƐƚ�ƌĞĐĞŶƚůǇ�
ĨƌŽŵ�hŬƌĂŝŶĞ  ͘

Ϯ 

FACT NOT FICTION 

/ƚ�ĐŽƵůĚ�ƚĂŬĞ�ŵŽŶƚŚƐ�Žƌ�ǇĞĂƌƐ�ĨŽƌ�Ă�ĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶ�
ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĂƐǇůƵŵ�ĐůĂŝŵ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ŵĂĚĞ �͘�tŚŝůƐƚ�
ǁĂŝƚŝŶŐ�ĨŽƌ�Ă�ĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶ �͕ƚŚĞ�,ŽŵĞ�KĨĨŝĐĞ�ŽĨĨĞƌƐ��
ƐƵďƐŝƐƚĞŶĐĞ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ĂŶĚ�ĂĐĐŽŵŵŽĚĂƚŝŽŶ�ŝĨ�
ƉĞŽƉůĞ��ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞ�ŝƚ͘ �͘�DŽƐƚ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ŶĞĞĚ�ƚŚŝƐ�
ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ĂƐ�ƚŚĞǇ�ĂƌĞ�ŶŽƚ�ĂůůŽǁĞĚ�ƚŽ�ǁŽƌŬ �͘�
�ŶǇ�ƐĂǀŝŶŐƐ�ƚŚĞǇ�ďƌŝŶŐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞŵ�ŵƵƐƚ�ďĞ�
ƵƐĞĚ�ďĞĨŽƌĞ�ĂŶǇ�ĨŝŶĂŶĐŝĂů�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ŝƐ�ŐŝǀĞŶ �͘�
&ĂŵŝůŝĞƐ�ǁŚŽ�ĂƌƌŝǀĞ�ƚŽŐĞƚŚĞƌ�ǁŝůů�ŐĞƚ�ŚŽƵƐĞĚ�

ƚŽŐĞƚŚĞƌ͘ ��&Žƌ�ƐŝŶŐůĞ�ĂƉƉůŝĐĂŶƚƐ͕ �ƚŚĞ�
ĂĐĐŽŵŵŽĚĂƚŝŽŶ�ŝƐ�ƵƐƵĂůůǇ�ŚŽƐƚĞů�ƐƚǇůĞ�Žƌ�
ƐŚĂƌĞĚ�ŚŽƵƐŝŶŐ �͕ŵĂŶĂŐĞĚ�ďǇ�ƌĞŐŝŽŶĂů��
ĐŽŶƚƌĂĐƚŽƌƐ�ĂĐƌŽƐƐ�ƚŚĞ�h< �͘�� 

�ĂĐŚ�ƉĞƌƐŽŶ�ŐĞƚƐ�ůĞƐƐ�ƚŚĂŶ�άϲ�ƉĞƌ�ĚĂǇ�ĨŽƌ�Ăůů�
ůŝǀŝŶŐ�ĞǆƉĞŶƐĞƐ͘ ��dŚŝƐ�ĂŵŽƵŶƚ�ŚĂƐ�ĂĐƚƵĂůůǇ�
ĚĞĐƌĞĂƐĞĚ��ŽǀĞƌ�ƚŚĞ�ůĂƐƚ��ϭϰ�ǇĞĂƌƐ͘ ���ŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�
ŵǇƚŚ�ƚŚĂƚ��ŵŽďŝůĞƐ�ĂƌĞ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞĚ�ŝƐ�Ɛƚŝůů�Ă�
ŵǇƚŚ �͊ 

Waiting on a budget of £5.84 per day, could you manage? 

We cannot walk alone 



>ŝǀĞƌƉŽŽů�ŚĂƐ�ĨŽƌ�ŵĂŶǇ�ǇĞĂƌƐ�ďĞĞŶ�Ă�
ĐĞŶƚƌĞ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚŝŶŐ�ďŽƚŚ�ŝŶŝƟĂů�ĞŵĞƌŐĞŶĐǇ�
ĂŶĚ�ůŽŶŐĞƌ-ƚĞƌŵ�ĚŝƐƉĞƌƐĂů�
ĂĐĐŽŵŵŽĚĂƟŽŶ�ĨŽƌ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ƐĞĞŬŝŶŐ�
ĂƐǇůƵŵ͘��KŶĐĞ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ŐĂŝŶ�ƌĞĨƵŐĞĞ�
ƐƚĂƚƵƐ�ƚŚĞǇ�ŽŌĞŶ�ƐƚĂǇ�ŝŶ�>ŝǀĞƌƉŽŽů͘�� 

/Ŷ�ϮϬϭϮ͕�ŵĂŶǇ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŝƚǇ͛Ɛ�ƌĞĨƵŐĞĞ�ĂŶĚ�
ĂƐǇůƵŵ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ĐŚĂƌŝƟĞƐ�ĐĂŵĞ�
ƚŽŐĞƚŚĞƌ�ƚŽ�ƐĞƚ�ƵƉ�ƚŚĞ�>ŝǀĞƌƉŽŽů��ŝƚǇ�ŽĨ�
^ĂŶĐƚƵĂƌǇ�ŐƌŽƵƉ�ƚŽ�ŚĞůƉ�ƐŚĂƌĞ�ƚŚĞ�
ŵĞƐƐĂŐĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�ZĞĨƵŐĞĞƐ�ĂƌĞ�tĞůĐŽŵĞ�
,ĞƌĞ�-�ŝŶ�ĨĂĐƚ͕�ŽƵƌ�ŵĞƐƐĂŐĞ�ĞǆƚĞŶĚƐ�ƚŽ�
ĂŶǇŽŶĞ�ůŝǀŝŶŐ͕�ǁŽƌŬŝŶŐ�Žƌ�ǀŝƐŝƟŶŐ�
>ŝǀĞƌƉŽŽů͊��dŚĞ�ĨŽůůŽǁŝŶŐ�ǇĞĂƌ�ǁĞ�
ŐĂŝŶĞĚ�ĐƌŽƐƐ-ƉĂƌƚǇ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ĨŽƌ�ŽƵƌ��ŝƚǇ�
ŽĨ�^ĂŶĐƚƵĂƌǇ�ďǇ�>ŝǀĞƌƉŽŽů��ŝƚǇ��ŽƵŶĐŝů�
ƚŽŽ͘��� 

Claiming Asylum  

�ƌƌŝǀŝŶŐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�h<�ĐĂŶ�ďĞ�ǀĞƌǇ�
ĐŽŶĨƵƐŝŶŐ�ĨŽƌ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ƐĞĞŬŝŶŐ�
ƐĂŶĐƚƵĂƌǇ͘��EĞǁ�ĂƌƌŝǀĂůƐ�ǁŝůů�
ďĞ�ƵŶĨĂŵŝůŝĂƌ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ĂƐǇůƵŵ�
ƉƌŽĐĞƐƐ�-�ŝŶƚĞƌǀŝĞǁƐ�ƚŽ�ĂƩĞŶĚ͕�
ĨŽƌŵƐ�ƚŽ�ĐŽŵƉůĞƚĞ͕�
ĮŶŐĞƌƉƌŝŶƚƐ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ƚĂŬĞŶ�ĂŶĚ�
Ăůů�ŝŶ�Ă�ĨŽƌĞŝŐŶ�ůĂŶŐƵĂŐĞ͘��
^ŽŵĞƟŵĞƐ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ĂƌĞ�
ŝŵƉƌŝƐŽŶĞĚ�ƐŝŵƉůǇ�ďĞĐĂƵƐĞ�
ƚŚĞǇ�ĚŽ�ŶŽƚ�ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�
ƐǇƐƚĞŵ�Žƌ�ĂƌĞ�ƵŶĂǁĂƌĞ�ŽĨ�
ǁŚĂƚ�ƚŽ�ĚŽ͕�Žƌ�ŚŽǁ�Žƌ�ǁŚĞŶ͘��
/ƚ�ŝƐ�ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ�ĨŽƌ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ƚŽ�
ĐůĂŝŵ�ĂƐǇůƵŵ�ĂƐ�ƐŽŽŶ�ĂƐ�ƚŚĞǇ�
ĞŶƚĞƌ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽƵŶƚƌǇ�Ăƚ�Ă�ƉŽƌƚ͕�
ĂŝƌƉŽƌƚ�Žƌ�ŝŶ��ƌŽǇĚŽŶ͘�� 

KŶĐĞ�ĂŶ�ĂƉƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶ�ŚĂƐ�ďĞĞŶ�
ŵĂĚĞ�ĨŽƌ�ŝŶŝƟĂů�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�
ŶĞĞĚƐ͕�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ĂƌĞ�ŝŶǀŝƚĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�
ĂŶ�ŝŶŝƟĂů�ŝŶƚĞƌǀŝĞǁ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�
,ŽŵĞ�KĸĐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞŶ�ĂŶ�ŝŶ-
ĚĞƉƚŚ�ŝŶƚĞƌǀŝĞǁ�ƚŽ�ĂƐƐĞƐƐ�
ƚŚĞŝƌ�ĂƉƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶ�ĨŽƌ�ĂƐǇůƵŵ͘��
>ĞŐĂů�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ŝƐ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞĚ�ďǇ�
ƉŚŽŶĞ�Žƌ�ŝŶ�ƉĞƌƐŽŶ͘�ZĞŐƵůĂƌ�
ƌĞƉŽƌƟŶŐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�,ŽŵĞ�KĸĐĞ�
ŝƐ�ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞĚ�ĂŶĚ�ĂƉƉůŝĐĂŶƚƐ�
ƌĞŵĂŝŶ�͞ůŝĂďůĞ�ƚŽ�ĚĞƚĞŶƟŽŶ͟�
ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚŽƵƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽĐĞƐƐ͘��
WĞŽƉůĞ�ĐĂŶ�ĂĐĐĞƐƐ�ŚĞĂůƚŚĐĂƌĞ�
ĂŶĚ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ĂƌĞ�ĞǆƉĞĐƚĞĚ�ƚŽ�
ŐŽ�ƚŽ�ƐĐŚŽŽů͘��ĚƵůƚƐ�ĂƌĞ�ŶŽƚ�
ĂůůŽǁĞĚ�ƚŽ�ǁŽƌŬ͕�ďƵƚ�ĐĂŶ�
ǀŽůƵŶƚĞĞƌ�Žƌ�ůĞĂƌŶ��ŶŐůŝƐŚ͘ 

 

� ϯ 

FACT NOT FICTION 
Extract from  

Warsan Shire’s poem - 
Home 

..No one leaves home unless 
home is the mouth of a shark. 
you only run for the border 
when you see the whole city 
running as well. 
 
Your neighbours running faster 
than you, the boy you went to 
school with who kissed you 
dizzy behind the old tin factory 
is 
holding a gun bigger than his 
body. 
 
You only leave home 
when home won't let you stay. 
No one would leave home 
unless home chased you, fire 
under feet, 
hot blood in your belly. 
 
It's not something you ever 
thought about doing, and so 
when you did - you carried the 
anthem under your breath, 
waiting until the airport toilet 
to tear up the passport and 
swallow, each mouthful of 
paper making it clear that you 
would not be going back. 
 
You have to understand, 
no one puts their children in a 
boat unless the water is safer 
than the land. 
 
Who would choose to spend 
days and nights in the stomach 
of a truck  
unless the miles travelled 
meant something more than 
journey... 

In 2022 Merseyside Refugee  Support Network celebrates its 20th Birthday! 

We are also celebrating 10 years of Liverpool City of Sanctuary ♥ 

Liverpool 



The number of asylum applicants to the top five countries in the 
EU+ and the UK for the years ending November 2014-2020   

 
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/immigration-statistics-year-ending-

december-2020/how-many-people-do-we-grant-asylum-or-protection-to 

 

KŶĐĞ�Ă�ƉŽƐŝƟǀĞ�ĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶ�ŚĂƐ�ďĞĞŶ�ŵĂĚĞ͕�ƌĞĨƵŐĞĞƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŽƚŚĞƌƐ�ŐƌĂŶƚĞĚ�ůĞĂǀĞ�ƚŽ�ƌĞŵĂŝŶ͕�
ŚĂǀĞ�Ϯϴ�ĚĂǇƐ�ƚŽ�ŵŽǀĞ�ŽƵƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĂƐǇůƵŵ�ĂĐĐŽŵŵŽĚĂƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ĮŶĚ�ǁŽƌŬ�Žƌ�ĂƉƉůǇ�ĨŽƌ�

ƐƚĂƚƵƚŽƌǇ�ďĞŶĞĮƚƐ͘�dŚĞ�ƉƌŽĐĞƐƐ�ŝƐ�ƐƚƌĞƐƐĨƵů�ĂŶĚ�ĐĂŶ�ďĞ�ĐŽŶĨƵƐŝŶŐ͘��DĂŶǇ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ůŽĐĂů�
ƌĞĨƵŐĞĞ�ĂŐĞŶĐŝĞƐ�ƐƵĐŚ�ĂƐ�DZ^E�ǁŽƌŬ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƌĞĨƵŐĞĞƐ�ƚŽ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ƚŚĞ�͞ŵŽǀĞ-ŽŶ͟�ƚƌĂŶƐŝƟŽŶ͘�
DŽƐƚ�ŽĨ�ŽƵƌ�ǁŽƌŬ�ƌĞůŝĞƐ�ŽŶ�ĐŚĂƌŝƚĂďůĞ�ŐƌĂŶƚƐ�ƚŽ�ŽīĞƌ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞ͘� 

�ƚ�DZ^E�ǁĞ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ƌĞĨƵŐĞĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĂĚǀŽĐĂƚĞ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ďĞŚĂůĨ�ƚŽ�ůŝŶŬ�ǁŝƚŚ�ŚŽƵƐŝŶŐ�ŽƉƟŽŶƐ�

ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ͕�ŚĞůƉ�ǁŝƚŚ�ĂƉƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶƐ�ĨŽƌ�ǁĞůĨĂƌĞ�ĂŶĚ�ĐŚŝůĚ�ďĞŶĞĮƚƐ͕�ŚĞůƉ�ƚŽ�ŽƉĞŶ�ďĂŶŬ�
ĂĐĐŽƵŶƚƐ͕�ŚĞůƉ�ǁŝƚŚ�ĞŵƉůŽǇĂďŝůŝƚǇ�ĂŶĚ�ũŽď�ƐĞĂƌĐŚ�ƐŬŝůůƐ͕�ŚĞůƉ�ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐ�ƌŝŐŚƚƐ͕�
ĞŶƟƚůĞŵĞŶƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŽďůŝŐĂƟŽŶƐ�ĂƐ�ǁĞůů�ĂƐ�ŽīĞƌŝŶŐ�ǁĞůůďĞŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ƐŽĐŝĂů�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ŶĞĞĚĞĚ�ƚŽ�
ŚĞůƉ�ĨŽůŬ�ŵĂŶĂŐĞ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŚĂŶŐĞ͘��dŚĞƌĞ�ŝƐ�ŶŽ�ĞĂƐǇ�ƐŽůƵƟŽŶ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽĐĞƐƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĂƐ�ǁŝƚŚ�

ĂŶǇŽŶĞ͛Ɛ�ĂƉƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶ�ĨŽƌ�ďĞŶĞĮƚƐ͕�ƚŚĞƌĞ�ŝƐ�Ă�ĚĞůĂǇ�ŝŶ�ĂŶǇ�ƉĂǇŵĞŶƚ�ƵŶƟů�Ăůů�ĐůĂŝŵƐ�ĂƌĞ�
ĂƐƐĞƐƐĞĚ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ĞůŝŐŝďůĞ͘� 

 

Refugee Status, what happens next? 

 

DĞƌƐĞǇƐŝĚĞ�ZĞĨƵŐĞĞ�^ƵƉƉŽƌƚ�EĞƚǁŽƌŬ�ǁĂƐ�ĞƐƚĂďůŝƐŚĞĚ�ŝŶ�ϮϬϬϭ�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞŐŝƐƚĞƌĞĚ�ĂƐ�Ă�ĐŚĂƌŝƚǇ�

ŝŶ�ϮϬϬϮ�;ϭϬϵϯϬϯϯͿ͘�/ƚ�ŝƐ�ƚŚĞ�ůŽŶŐĞƐƚ�ĞƐƚĂďůŝƐŚĞĚ�ůŽĐĂů�ƌĞĨƵŐĞĞ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ĐŚĂƌŝƚǇ�ŝŶ�DĞƌƐĞǇƐŝĚĞ͘��

/Ŷ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶ�ƚŽ�ŽƵƌ�ĚŝƌĞĐƚ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ǁŽƌŬ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƌĞĨƵŐĞĞƐ͕�Ă�ĐŽƌĞ�ĞůĞŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�ŽƵƌ�ǁŽƌŬ�ŝƐ�ƚŽ�

ŶĞƚǁŽƌŬ�ĂŶĚ�ƐŚĂƌĞ�ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ�ǁŝƚŚ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�ƌĞĨƵŐĞĞ�Θ�ĂƐǇůƵŵ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ŐƌŽƵƉƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƌĞŐŝŽŶ͕�

ĂůŽŶŐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƉĂƌƚŶĞƌƐ�ĂĐƌŽƐƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƵďůŝĐ�ĂŶĚ�ƉƌŝǀĂƚĞ�ƐĞĐƚŽƌ͘��zŽƵ�ĐĂŶ�ũŽŝŶ�ŽƵƌ�Ğ-ŶĞǁƐŐƌŽƵƉ�ǀŝĂ�

ŝŶĨŽΛŵƌƐŶůŝǀĞƌƉŽŽů͘ŽƌŐ͘ƵŬ�-��^ĞĞ�ŽƵƌ�ǁĞďƐŝƚĞ�ǁǁǁ͘ŵƌƐŶůŝǀĞƌƉŽŽů͘ŽƌŐ͘ƵŬ 

DZ^E�ĂƌĞ�ďĂƐĞĚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ĐŽůůĞĂŐƵĞƐ�Ăƚ��ƐǇůƵŵ�>ŝŶŬ�DĞƌƐĞǇƐŝĚĞ͗� 

^ƚ��ŶŶĞ͛Ɛ��ĞŶƚƌĞ͕�ϳ͕�KǀĞƌďƵƌǇ�^ƚƌĞĞƚ͕�>ŝǀĞƌƉŽŽů�͕�>ϳ�ϯ,:�ͮ�dĞů͗�Ϭϭϱϭ-ϳϬϵ-ϳϱϱϳ� 

FACT NOT FICTION 
Decisions 

�ǀĞƌǇ�ĂƐǇůƵŵ�ĐůĂŝŵ�ŝƐ�ƌĞǀŝĞǁĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�
ŝƚƐ�ŽǁŶ�ŵĞƌŝƚ�ŝŶ�ůŝŶĞ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ĐƵƌƌĞŶƚ�
ĂƐǇůƵŵ�ůĂǁ�ĂŶĚ�ĞǀŝĚĞŶĐĞ�ƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĞĚ͘�� 

�ďŽƵƚ�ϰϴй�ŽĨ�ĐůĂŝŵƐ�ƌĞƐƵůƚ�ŝŶ�Ă�ĨŽƌŵ�
ŽĨ�ůĞĂǀĞ�ƚŽ�ƌĞŵĂŝŶ͕�ŚŽǁĞǀĞƌ͕�ƚŚŝƐ�
ƌĂƚĞ�ǀĂƌŝĞƐ�ĞĂĐŚ�ǇĞĂƌ�ĂŶĚ�ĚĞƉĞŶĚƐ�
ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĂƟŽŶĂůŝƚǇ�ĂŶĚ�ƐƉĞĐŝĮĐ�
ĐŝƌĐƵŵƐƚĂŶĐĞƐ�ĨŽƌ�ĞĂĐŚ�ĂƉƉůŝĐĂŶƚ͘��
dŚĞ��ŽǀŝĚ�ƉĂŶĚĞŵŝĐ�ĂůƐŽ�ƌĞƐƵůƚĞĚ�ŝŶ�
ĨĞǁĞƌ�ĂƉƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶƐ�ŝŶ�
ϮϬϮϬͬϮϭ͘���ŚĂŶŐĞƐ�ƚŽ�ŝŵŵŝŐƌĂƟŽŶ�
ƉŽůŝĐǇ�ĂůƐŽ�ŝŵƉĂĐƚ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ǀŽůƵŵĞ�ŽĨ�
ĂƉƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶƐͬĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶƐ͘ 

&Žƌ�ƚŚŽƐĞ�ǁŚŽ�ĂƌĞ�ƵŶƐƵĐĐĞƐƐĨƵů͕�
ĞĂĐŚ�ĐĂƐĞ�ŝƐ�ĂƐƐĞƐƐĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƐĞĞ�ŝĨ�ƚŚĞƌĞ�
ŝƐ�Ă�ƌŝŐŚƚ�ŽĨ�ĂƉƉĞĂů͕�ǁŚĞƚŚĞƌ�ĨƵƌƚŚĞƌ�
ĞǀŝĚĞŶĐĞ�ĐĂŶ�ďĞ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞĚ�Žƌ�Ă�ůĞŐĂů�
ĐŚĂůůĞŶŐĞ�ŵĂĚĞ͘�dŚŝƐ�ĐĂŶ�ĐĂƵƐĞ�
ŐƌĞĂƚ�ĚŝƐƚƌĞƐƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƵŶĐĞƌƚĂŝŶƚǇ͘ 

�ŵĞƌŐĞŶĐǇ�ŚŽƵƐŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ƐƵďƐŝƐƚĞŶĐĞ�

ŵƵƐƚ�ďĞ�ĂƉƉůŝĞĚ�ĨŽƌ͘ 

&Žƌ�ƚŚŽƐĞ�ǁŚŽ�ŚĂǀĞ�ŶŽ�ƌŝŐŚƚ�ŽĨ�

ĂƉƉĞĂů�Žƌ�ǁŚŽƐĞ�ŽƉƟŽŶƐ�ŚĂǀĞ�ƌƵŶ�

ŽƵƚ͕�ƚŚĞǇ�ĨĂĐĞ�ĚĞƉŽƌƚĂƟŽŶ͘ 

ϰ 

/ƚ�ŝƐ�ŽŌĞŶ�ĂƐƐƵŵĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�h<�ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞƐ�ŵŽƌĞ�ĂƐǇůƵŵ�ƐĞĞŬĞƌƐ�ƚŚĂŶ�ŵĂŶǇ��h�ĐŽƵŶƚƌŝĞƐ͕�ďƵƚ�
ƚŚĞ�ŐƌĂƉŚ�ƐŚŽǁƐ�ƚŚŝƐ�ŝƐ�Ă�ŵǇƚŚ͘�DŽƐƚ�ƐĂŶĐƚƵĂƌǇ�ƐĞĞŬĞƌƐ�ŐŽ�ƚŽ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�ƉĂƌƚƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ŽǁŶ�
ĐŽƵŶƚƌǇ�Žƌ�ƚŽ�ŶĞŝŐŚďŽƵƌŝŶŐ�ĐŽƵŶƚƌŝĞƐ͘��'ůŽďĂůůǇ͕�ŽŶůǇ�Ă�ƚŚŝƌĚ�ŽĨ�ƌĞĨƵŐĞĞƐ�ĐŽŵĞ�ƚŽ��ƵƌŽƉĞ͕�Ă�
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